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This is' SCUI T‘LE 'bpe nogazine tm;b LRiges '10 LHe Occusmn. SGUW‘L’T 3 is intenmled
for the 32nd oL meiling, June 5, 1962. It is eitel W~ John laxter, Box 39,
King Street Pest Office, uydrey, lew South Wales, LUSTHELI4. Dunlication on
thiscecasion is being carrie? out by the noble Ken " Chesli in, to whom nany thanks.
Cartoons in thig issve cre by Philby and Retslers Dote fyped 74 — 11t oy, '62.
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And sc the dendline rocococols srcun’ again bringing yet another SCUTVLE
Monotoncus, isn't it? Beflore getting, fom to the neat of this issuc, I had
best £i11 you people in on the resulte an’ reaction teo ny sf quiz run in the
last issue. Umormunptely things went a little cwry here, nainly hecause 1
niscaleuloted the time it would take for a sea-mail letier to pet here fron
sritain. So far 22 conmnleted forus have rrive(., but these did nut incluwle at
least twe that I know were sent, which indicates that my six wecks estiiate
we.s woy off, For this Teqsol, Tlve extended the leacline o bit, althour?: I'1l
putlish the answers helow in case you were intriguec by suae c»" the more obscure
questions. Thanks very much to the GMPAns who have responie’ — your answers and
comaents were very much ap-recicted. However, 1'1l mcke cnexcention of the
percon vho sent in a sarcasgtic and (noburelly) enonymous form rubbishing the
whele ~»royct and claining thet it was ™oo wmnecessery". Whoever he is, he'll
be annoye! to lecrn that, of the 22 peonle who respended to dote, he was tle
only one wic (2) didn't went the series of gquizzes continued, (n) felt that they
were umecessary cor enything remotely like that, cnd (c) failed to al o his
nailes Despite this one criticicm, 2nd because of the extreinely favourable
response to the quiz, I'11l try to inclule further questions in future SOUF /L Es,
elthough this poses some i ficulties. Roy Tackett has teken fver the quiz.as
a permanent colunn for DYVATRON, and as it takes quite o hit of time and sweob
to nut out even a ten-question quiz, I may not have enough of either to provide
questions for both Roy and OMRL. Still, we shall see. Now the answers:-

(g) TER NICHT Of LIGHT., Philip Jose Former.
(v) & c E O CC"SCIEINCE. Jemes Dlish

(¢) FELL'S FAVEMEIT. Duiton hnight.

(¢) A DEBSEXUL OF CIILS& . fritz Leiber.

(e) ROCUE QUEEN, L.Sprague de Cairpa
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(2)(a) John WOOD Campbell. R A ; ' s
(b) Anthony Boucher/H.H.Holnes. ' L L
(c) Roger Graham ("Rog Phillips") P '
(a) Murray Leinster - first story published in 1919,
(e) Don Wollheim. < .
(£) John Newman. :
UNPLELSANT : =
3. Jonathon Hoag in Heinlein's THE /PROFESSION  OF JOMATHOW HOAG.

be

e

6.
T
8,

9.

10.

Mitch Courtenay in Kornbluth/Pohl's THE SPACE MERCHANTS/GRAVY PLANET,
Gilbert Gosseyn in A.E.Van Vogh's WORLD OF NULL~-A.
Glenn Tropile in Kornbluth/Bohl's WOLFBANE.

The Baldies - Padgett (Henry Kuttner). Hek Belov - Edward Mackin.
The Phil.Corps - Zv Cole. ' Solar Fons - August Derleth.
The Med. Service - Murray Leinster. Jirel of Joiry - C.L.Mocre.

Theodore Sturgeon on Henry Kuttner (VENTURE SF, reprinted in fmz PARSECTION).
Kingsley Amis on Rey Bradbury. (NEW MAPS OF HELL),

Bradbury on Theodore Sturgeon. (Imtroduction to WITHOUT SORCERY).

Kornbluth on Olaf Stapledon. (Advent's THE SF NOVEL),

The fukes were TLLES OF FANTASY and SPACE [DVENTURES.

L11 pseudonyms.

John W. Campbell Jnr. Henry Kuttner.

Lon Wright. Theodore Sturgeon.
Frederic Browne. Edward Mackin.

Reg Bretnor. Fric Yrank Russell.
Idris Scabright (M.St.Clair) Lrthur Porges.
lobert Heinlein. Ray Bradbury. ,_Henfy Kuttner.

Not all these answers are totally correcct, of coursc. It isn't always

possible to find out, for instance, how many pen-names Boucher has, nor what
proportion of "Lewis Padgett" was occupied by Kuttner and what by Catherine
Moore, I might also get an argument on the gtetement that Leinster is the
senior living sf writer, although the Tuck Handbook gives himthe title over
the late Ray Cumrings by o matter of two months. But generally I think these
are oke. It's interesting to note that clmost everybody flunked ocut on the
criticism question despite sane healthy clues in the text, indicating that
not many people read things like NEW MAPS OF HELL, THE SCIENCE FICTICH NOVEL
etc. This was about the biggest surprise that I got from the results, but if
any less obvious ones came up I'll let you know.

MEMO TO FRED HUNTER, While commenting on OUIPOST, I forgot to mention

THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN and the man who played Britt, the knife-thrower, in

that film. His name was James Coburn. The rest of the seven were ¥l Brynner,

of course, as Chris, and 8teve lMcQueen asg Vin. Lee, the coward, was played

by Richerd Vaughm, Chico Hy Horst Buchholz (allegedly his "introduction" to
the einema although he had been in DIE HALBSTRAKEN, CONFESSIONS OF FELIX KRULL
and TIGER BiY,to name three that have been shown out here), O'Reilly, the half-
breed, by Charles Bronson, and Harry Euck by Brad Dexters
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There were a mumber of poimts of resemblance between Kurosawa's SEVEN
SAMURAT ond THE MAGNTFICENT SEVEN apart from obvious perallelisms like the
fi shing gceme, the girl dressed as a boy, the out-of-work semurai chopping
wood for his breakfastte The editing, for instance, hos Kurosawa's rhythm
and much of the photography is very similar to that of the original Japanese
film, though without the Oriental taste for prolonged close-ups. A rether
obscure connection is also found in Elmer Bernstein's background music for
the film, On the surface, it didn't sound especially Japanese, but if you
compare it with some of the recent experiments im the adaptatiomr of Japanese
ritual rhytlms to Western'music -~ Sgmurgi from the Bernard Rogers! DANCE
SCENES , forinstcnce - you'll see a startling similority,

snother thing worth noting about THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN was the foct that
almost all the actors in it were drawn from the ranks of tv sters. With the
exception of Brynner, Wallach and Sokoloff (ag Chris, Calvers and the old man
respectively) all the stars are regular tv hacks who come in for the ecritical
hatchet almost every time they come on screen. I think this shows that, given
intelligént handling and good direction, tv stars cen be very creditable
actors indeed, despite their backgrouwd. One wonders whot sort of tv sghows
we would have in they could be monaged by directors of the calibre of
John Sturges who did THE MLGNIFICENT SEVEN,

I was all prepared to deliver & withering blast on thd gubject of pogt—

meilings, but Ken and Norm seem to have anticipated me. I will say what

my own objeetions to post~mailings stem more from a general disagreement

with the idea ittself rather than irritation Because I often don't receive post-
mailings addressed to me. Certainly it's mnnoying to miss out on a 'zine this
way, but I can get over it providing it isn't likely to happen too often.

The trouble is that post-meiled 'zines will continue to get lost, either because
they are small enough to be eagily mislaid, or beecause the editor, in the

heatt of the moment, forgets to mail a copy to everybody. Even when they do
arrive, post-mailings are devilish hard to keep track of and almost impossible
to comment on, being completely out of contextts They usually copment on a
mailing that, by then, is almost forgotten - either you dig out the mailing
agein and knock out some comments, or forget about the 'zine altogether.
Neither of these is a worthwhile answer to the problem. Post mailings are
mesgy. They confuse everybody and weaken the basic funftion of the organization.
The whole point of an apa is to have everybody commenting on the one set of
topicg at the same time. That way, discussion is fostered and the group kept
alive. Post-mailings break up the wity of the apa. If only for this reason,

I think they should be abolighed.

A mumber of people seen to have taken my nmention of a disappointing
reaction to BUNYIP ag an implied criticism of themselves and their personal
response. It wasn't meant that way,reelly. I wasn't thinking of anybody
specifically when I wrote the paragraph, and certainly mot anybody in OMPA,
Looking down the mailing list, I see that copies of the *zine only went to
a dozen or so people on the roster, and of those, about 75% commented or
treded. I think, in general, that apans tend to be more reagsonable in the
natter of trades and coments. They arc enthusiastic and they're interested
enough to support others who show interest also. Again, apologies if I
wmwittingly offended anybody, and thanks a lot for your corments. They were a

great help.




THE ~ BONES @F - DEATH,

It is a night made for magic; cold, quiet, lit by a fitful moonwhich
cacsts shadows of inky lightlessness. There is a silent wind which slides
across the contoured desert dunes, and its chill fingers reach even into
the hollow where th ree men sit around a pile of glimaering coals., Naked,
black, savage men, part of the shadows in both body end mind. Above, the
moon drifts behind a cloud and, as at a signal, one men reaches into a
gskin bag and extracts from it a strange object, It is long, slender and
wvhite, but from one end hangs a cord of lank hair. Human hair, and the
white thing is a human bone, the two cemented together with black gum. The
man handles the charm carefully, as a white man would a loaded rifle. It
seems to tingle in his hends; he feels the magic of many witch-men who
used this amulet before him. Their power has soaked into the bone, meking
it vibrate with what seems to be a life of its oune.

Quietly, the two assistants begin their chante The wizard raises the
charm to his eyes and sights along it out across the dark sand. His hands
are steady but he feels an almost overpowering excitement. The chant contin-
ues:- "May your heart been torn apart. May your spine be split and your
ribs ripped open. May your head end throat be split...."s The witch-man sees
in his mind the vulnerable and delicete body of the man he is to kille. The
internal organs, soft and swollen with blood, the pulpy grey brain, the
brittle bones. And he sees too the bone which he holds plunging intc that
unprotected maze of tissue and fluid, gouging, tearing, plercing like a
spear. To him, the image is so clear and resl that it seems the bone actually
has struck its target. He feels the power in the bone end in his hends pour
out in one blazing thrust of belief, flying swifter than thought over the
desert to find a deadly rest in the body of his vietim. He slumps to the
ground exhausted. The chant stops and one of the men deftly douses the tiny
fire., They relax, their tast completed. The bone has been pointed - soon the
accursed will die.

TR RN

Few people realise that black magic is still practiced in this modern
world. To most, sorcery is a thing of besoms and broomsticks, black cats and
puttering candles, rhinoceros horn and deadly nightshade gathered under a
full moon. There are not many who count as true magic the voodoo dancers of
Haiti, the incentations of a Tibetan peasant or the chants of Australian
natiyes, yet these are all rituals of sorcery, and in the case of the Austral-
jan curses at least, sorcery which works. "Pointing the bone", the best known
and most effective method of revenge among the natives, is a ceremony held
in awe by even the most sceptical researchers. Numerous examples of death by
pointing are on file in libraries all over the world, and although the practice
is no longer widespread cven in the far outback, it continues to crop up from
time to time, usually with deadly results.



Basiecally, the ritucl of pointing the bone is traditiomal sympathetie
mogic used to kill. The bone, when properly "chorged" by o witch-mon, hos
the power to project o "ghost imcge" of itself into the body of & mun, doing
the sime domcge os would a blide or crrow of the scme size and shope. The
dcmege is not evidernt to the eye, but the vietim feels the poain of such ¢
wound, and if the bone is correctly cimed, he will ceventuclly die of it.
Should the cetucl damage of the bone be insufficient to ccuse deoth, the
"Ghost" of thc bone in the mcn's body can be used as a kind of receiver for
supplementory curses. The recl bone is crushed, burnt, broken or otherwise
domoged, and the victim feels the hent and poin within his body as if his
own bones were being tortured. As in the rites of Europe, Africa and Americe,
the curse can be mode morc potent if the wizerd possessesscmples of skin,
fingernails or heir fronm the mon to be cursed. These enable him o locelise
the curse, confining it to the mon's heod, cms or legs.

The bone itself and the methods of pointing it vary widely from place
to place, In most areas, the charm is a tapered needle of polished human
bone obout eight inches long and seldom more than an inch in dicmeter. Some
tribles svecify the femur of o woman and ascribe certoin magic powers to
such a bone, but it seems that this distinction is made only beccuse the
bone comes closest to the optimum mezsurementse Any type of human bone will
serve, providing that it has been correctly prepored. To the bone is attached
a string of plaited humen hoir ebout three feet long. The string is cemented
to the larger end of the bone with spinifex gum, o tough naturcl cement that
sets rock=hard when dry. These are the basic elements of the cham - bone,
heir and gum. They are alweys present in cny pointing bone, although certzain
tribes add refinements to increcse their cursing power. In some ccses, a pair
of eagle claws is attcched to the string, and the chant is usuzlly modified
to include a reference to the victim's organs Being torn ond crushed by
phantom clows. Other tribes use o composite charm mode from as many as five
bones, requiring ¢ teom of wizcrds to operate it. Records even exist of
spells cost using pieces of iron pipe, pebbles anc sticks, but 21l agree
thet only a witch doctor of extreme skill could produce cffective results
with this kind of equipnment.

Bone pointing is, ncturally enough, looked upon with fear By both tribes-
men and wizerds. Mogic of this kind con rebound on the person casting it, and
cny man who gnins o reputation for boning may find himsclf bone in turn by
jealous rivels or frighten chiefs. It is generally only in cases of severe
infringment of tribzl law, the brecking of strong teboos, cdultery (o crime
of considerchle gravity cmong primitive tribes) ond extramely brutal murdcrs
that the bone is pointed, cnd the coutious witch doctor will mcke the necess-—
ary arrongements only after o tribal council of elders hos cgreed thot it
is necesssry. On rarc cccogions, he will cursc o man out of personal pique,
or will work for a pressure group if the pey is high enough. Howcver, the
risks cttendant on such an illicit operation nre so great thet the would=be.
killers prefer to go out andspecer their mon rother thon dabble in dock magde.

The cetusl ceremony of pointing is usually performed at night, at o time
looked upon as suitchle by the wizakd, who clso engages in a little simple
astrology on occesions. Either alone or with o few componions - there are
celdom more then three people present — he goes off into the bush or desert.
In o promising location, he sits down with his back to thc sun or moon, moking




surc thot his shadow points where his viectim is supposed to be. His assistants
begin o chant accompanied by rhytlmic handclops or foot-stempings. Holding
the bone in his left hoand and the hair string in his right, the witch doctor
sights along the bone at his target. The victim need not be visible or even
in the ipgediate vicinity. The spell will be effective as long as the cursc
is beamed in cpproxinctely the right direction, and there is no large body
of weter between the wizard and his victim. (This incidentally is a startling
example of the parallelism between Austrelion and Furopecn magice. In nearly
all Buropean troditioncl sorcery, water and especislly runrning water is
cnathema towitches, ghosts and vompires). When the wizard feels the bone has
built up sufficient energy, he jabs it repeatedly in the direction of his
victin, meanwhile rcpecting the ritusl curse. After this,nothing more need

be dones; although the particl feilure of the cursc mcy recuire its rerewsl

et o loter dete.

In the practice of pointing the bone, there ~re strong indications of o
living and potent magiczl ert, similar to that used by infinitely older rcees.
Those who have studied the black arts will f£ind much to interest them in the
ritual. However, it must be admitted that many facte tend to place the mogical
part of thc proctice under suspicion. The ceremony of pointing the bone is not
a true curse, beccuse the ritucl veries widely from place to placee. In no
section of the chant is there o mention of any higher being on whom the wizerd
calls for power, although there is a widespread superstition that the wizoerd
is not the true power behind the curse, but that the bone "stores wp'magic
tcken from the people who use it, so thot the older and more used the bone is,
the more powerful it will be. This has‘overtones of ancestor worship, but
the natives! lock of any written history or consistent fokelore mokes ite
fmportonce difficult to asscsse Another suspicious fact is that, contrary to
popular superstition, the victim of a pointing gencrelly knows well in advance
thet he ie cursed. Sometimes he is told verbzlly. On other occasions, a ball
of clry with the hair and nail perings used in the curse is left where he will
find it. Because of this, o strong element of suggestion is present in most
pointings, and the dead mon ccould very easily be a victim of his own fears
rother than any magicol practice.

Most interesting of all,
ond the strongest support for
the theory that the bone's
power rest in the wizcrd
hinself, is the feact
thot anthropologists
recently ran Duke
University "psi
tests on various
Austrelion chborig-
incls using the
Rhine card and other
reputable systems,
and found that witch-
men tested far higher
than other tribesmen.
The tests are so fer
incomplete ond there—

(continued ot close of mailing comments)
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MAILING COMMENTS

AMBLE. (HMercer) It will croggle you to hear that I too know what it is like
to live M'n a Caravan in the Shadow of the Malleable Ironworks", because I
spent a fortnight in March working in the Mewcastle area, and the only acc—
omodation available was a small caravan. Now I know why you look ed so
miserable in that photo Ken sent me. No matter how many bright sides you

find to caraven life - time to write, time to contemplate the endless mysteries
of the universe, time to sleep — it's still one hell of a way to live. The
whole sorry incident started when my boss suggested that, for experience, I
should move up to lewcastle for a couple of weeks to relieve one of the staff
who was going into camp. Newcastle being 100 miles north of everything 1 hold
dear, in addition to being cold, wet and singularly lacking in fandem of any
description, I declined hastily. "Of course, you know" he said, "that you'll
get expences for all the time you spend up there."” Ihadn't known this, as a
matter of fact, and it put rather o different complexion on things, because
expenses for casual relief amount to £2.10.0 per day over end above my usual
salary, and out here that i's quite a respectable sum. To cut a long story short,
I went. Those two weeks were about the most miserable of my life. Cooking on a
bitsy little stove; worse still, cating what I cooked (I'm ok on gas or electric,
but metho is tricky); generally living in o spuce about the size of a semi-
detached motchboxe I wrote a hell of a lot while I wes there, and made gquite a
bit of money on the deal, but it'll take wild horses to get me anywhere near
Newcastle for o long time to come.




kside from the money, the trip wos almost a dead loss, elthough I wecs
very impresseC by some of the work I saw being done around there. Croclkding on
- open hcarth furnace is imensely impressive - it has an almost religious
solemnity about it, though the scolytec are o bit scruf fye Incidentelly,
Archie, what excctly is & ™uellecblce" iron works? Camonweslth Steel, the
firm I wos stotioned ct, deals meinly in railway rcils, tyres, axles, whecls,
crankshafts end things like thet. They buy the iron from BHP, menufccture
it into steel ond then forge and finish matericl from it. Vhet kind of iron
works would that be?

Apperently we both object to sports on principle. If I relax, I prefer
to do so quictly, without fuss and in a horizontel position. Cricket, football
and the rest cre too muceh like hord work, calthough somectimes cricket, os you
say, vecrs too much the other woy and becomes tedious. Football con bo good
sometimes, particulerly soccer - Agrociabion fosthally that lge The migrents
out hcre reclly throu their heart into it. Hothing like o good punch-up,
~lweys sey, to liven up the gome. Incidentslly, T saw Benfiec pley Spurs on
tv over Eoster. Very good gome, end nicely photogrephed in this particular
treotment. Ordinarily I run ¢ mile from sports shows, but this one wes well
worth sceinge Exciting, fast, cusy to follow.

Specking of sports, perhaps the ecsicst sport to pley is billisrds or
snocker, so maybc you might like to toke thet up one of these doys. It
coitbines 21l the ccventages of other gomes - cyercisc, rcloxation, challense -
without the disadventeges of other indoor gomes like cards (too expensive)
and ...well, we won't go into that now. I know snooker has & bad reputation,
lergely descrved I'll ndmit, but for o game requiring skill, inteclligence
cnd just o little luck ond being relawing et the some time - you would be
surprised how rcctful it is to watch those belle £lidc emoothly ceross the
green boize - there is nothing thot con touch it. ,

ht tlic point, I intenceC tc tuote the wr'c of LU, Yut
cfter typing tho, I realised this could ot "¢ int- cuite. o bit of |

¢ ovri, Lt gtrife. Sufficc to say then thot T ":n't, thjnk L.Uls is
ot*~11 norbides Sod and wistful yes, but t-xit's 11, -

Your autobiogrophy continues to read ve.v.well. I notice your remark chout
cach scrvide hoving o different title for its lowcst members. Wonder if ileinlein
hod this in mind when he changed STARSHIP SCLDIFERS to STARSIHIP TROOPERS for
hordeover publication. His capsule infontry would probably be the necrest
thing to cavalry in the gpacce cge. .
TARZAN'S NAKED LUNCH,..wrong Burroughs, I think. Bruce can't be very .
hip to modern litercture otherwise he might have been tenpted to use his
little blue pencil.

ERG. (Jccves). Tubb end Reckhanm in o fanzine! Niece going, Terry. ikybe you
should chonge the nome to MEW WCRLES or gomething like thot. Tubb was serious,
but sensible, Rackhom vogue ond irrcvelant, both true to form.// In SOUSFLE 1,
I adnitted that the "foets™ I quoted only meont anything if you used largc
quantitics of imaginction while digesting them. Theoy were only vaguec memorics
of newspaper reports which I hove neither the time nor the opportunity to dig
up out of the Public Librory. Despite your rebuttol -~ and” of course you crc
perfectly right in.evervthing you soys I can't deny thot - I still fecl thot



therc is certeinly ot least o suspicion that other Tussians tried ond foiled
to get into orbit before Cegarin did. Anywey, I don't feel that prior
wisucceseful shots, if revecled, would detract eny from Gogerin's feats He
did whaot (perhaps) hed killed other men. He must Yiove becn scored ctiff when
he got into that caopsule, which made his job, if snything, much horder than
it would hove bcen for the mern who went before.

CCrVERSATION, (Hiclkman). Noted, but no comment.

POOKE, (Ford). Specking of Forlan Ellison ond GENTLGMeX JUKIE (still banned
in ugtrelic), there wos o very approving little revicw in ESQUIKE just
befory Christnas, in whiich Dorothy Perker in her own cold hord woy got
rother centhusiestic cbout the collectior. It's the first paperback I can
reecll her rovicwing - the rest preswnnbly travel direct from publisher to
wostebasket ~ which is quite o compliment.

I think your criticism of Broyles' WIO'S WO I'7 FANDO! wos for too
horsh anéd definitely unwarrinted. sgreed thot the listing is incomplete,
but sccing thot he was just starting off with the project, whet else could
he hove done but produccd o listing with the meoterial he had? Next tiue,
peoplc will not be so lecry about sending in & coiplctod questioneirc. by
producing the particl inder, he's proved that he hos the tine, money and
skill to put out o worthwhile publication. How would you hove gone about
producing such an iten as the LHO'S WHO if you were cn unknown Bam?

SOF OF THE WALITIC cte ctce..whet o titled (Linwood) Still on tin EBROVLES
WHO'S 1100, I think pcrheps yowr confusion about birthdctés is coused by the
feet thot o lot of Stetesiders put the dry &nd month in different positions
to thosc uscd by us. We put the doy first, then the month, but some US fens
reverced this. Confusing.

Ir gneral, Casavettes'! T0C L.TE BLUES got the cxe from critics all over,
but T hoven't seen it mysclf as yet so no comicnte I can't hcelp wondering
though if any writcr or director could ever make o good "picturisation of
the jazz world" beccusc really therc ig no jazz world any nore. The modern
jozz man works irrcgular hours and spends o lot of his time awey fron hone,
but otherwise he's usuclly identical with the ordinery tradesmon,corning his
wages by pleying an instrument rother thcn carting bricks or pushing o penhe
The old doys of groups held together with affcction
and dopc, or long weeks on the road ond wild
parties are gonc. A pity in somc woys, but in
others desirable, and ineviteblc cnyweye.

Tt will croggle you to know (if you don't
alrecdy) thot Bornord Wolfc's lotest writing
effort is the screcnplay of the movie PLAYBOT,
chroricling the adventures and rise to tome of
Hugh lefner, cditor/publisher of PLaYBCY and
SHOW PUSDESS ILLUSTRATED: nogazines. Wll, 1
guess Wolfe hos to ect too.

EVCY, (Cheslin) Yes, the lomcn Cotholic church

is ctronger then a lot of us think, mainly

heé~use it is a mosterpiecc of socicl enginceringe.
It dispenses =11 things to 2ll pcoplc - no notter
fron what anglc you approaci: it - philosophy,
aesthetica, just plain rcassurance - it con supply




vhetever you need. The only requirencnts arc thet you have foith in the
teachings of the church, ond support it in the opproved monncr vie sceroments,
indoctrinction of your children and so on. An organization like thet just
cen't losc os long as the hwan race remains "human", and, as you soy, it
will probebly still be going strong when the other churches cre dust. I have
o tremendous admirction for the Roman Cotholic church, irrespective of iy
personal religious convictionss The intellects which heve worked towords
meking the church whet it is todey, and those, no less able, which continue
to maintain it s reprcsent o list of the nost intelligent men who haove
ever lived. As a social institution, it is nothing short of magnificent.
Sorry Ken, I don't know of ony books on Austrolion prehistory,but I'11
look around for you and let you know in & letter. The latost theories about
the origin of the aborigines indicote thet they came ceross from Eurasia
reletively late in evolution and got cut off when the lend bridge between
India and this part of the world wes submerged. As their culture and genercl
habits are morc or less identicol with those of the primdtive Indian and
Indonesian netives, it's doubtful thot they have ever rcached o higher
level than they occupy now. Sorry - no Zinbebwe out herc.

PACKRAT, (Groves). Most of the mothemetical ergunents re population explosion
an¢ innigrotion thet I've secn hove been bascd on the instance thot you quote;
the exodus from Europe to Americo during the 18thand 19th centuries. The

way I scw it recsoned was rclief of population pressure in Europe ergo more
roont to live cnd lowered child nortality crgo increaseé birth rote, also more
people in Americc ergo the growth of & society ergo ensicr living and nore
children. I can't dispute any of this, but it seems o bit rigky to base
decisions on this mottaron such o weak precedent. Therc were so neny forces

at work around thot time that pressures apart from leck of living space could
hove been responsible for the Eurdpcon-Anericen exodus. The European socisol
systen of thot time could have been responsible. Ancricooffered o complete
brezk from the traditions of what was essenticlly a deeodent ond decaying
code. Meny fomilies no doubt immigroted because opportunites seemed better

in fmerica. I think it's significaont theot population pressures ~lmost as
powerful as those applying in Europe around the 1800s cxist todoy, yet the
nunber of people moving from therc to places like Australia (which occupies
nore or less the same position as did America 200 ycars ago) is no where near
os great, I think it's a nistoke to assuic thet inmigretion to other plices
won't answer our population problen merely becausc it/h&ﬁgehcd to answer it
in one cose on Earth.

BINARY. (Paotrizio)s It will no doubt ncke you delgrious with hoppiness to
hear thet both Bob Smith and I are crazy about your title. Yes -~ as o natter
of foet we were going to call our new. combozine BINARY clso but when the
first issue wos all but cormplete, Ella Perker broke it to us that you had
prior claim. Gnashing our teeth inunison - cn cwe-inspiring sound, as you
can imaginc - we bought o pint of corflu and startced scrubbing out =ll refer—
ence to the name. So if your issuc of BOUBLE ST4R, soon to hit the Patrizio
nailbox, 1s o bit spobiy in places, not to complcin, .

Arc you reclly Scotch by extraction? "Potrizio" -~ounds more Italien or
naybe Spanishe :

As you scy, the church is cgainst contraccption rather than Plrth control,
but as the only approved method of birth control,K is notoriously ineffectucl,
I think the distinction is too finc to necn.cnything, As somebody observed‘
in HYPTIM reccently "You know whot they ccll people who practicc the Catholic
Rhythn nethod of contraception? Porents.'.




COMVERSATION 17. (Ficknan). Your mention of picking up rerc sceond-hand books
like THE CREFN 1IQUSE mckes ne very envious. In .ustrolic, old bookshops ore
few cnd ©or between. I suese the country hasr't been cstoblished long enough
to hove o literary history,nor hove enoush books been imported tq result in
o supply of hidden collector's items. If there's onc thing I nigd in Lussie-—
fondon, it's the fun other fong have digging eround in old bookshops looking

for borgoing.

CHICKE: WACON, {Demmon). I don't know - either you cre gettingfunnicr or my
sense of hwnour is sterting to woke up ond toke o little. nourishment. Your
first SKOANg had no affect ot 2ll, but I reclly loughed ot this little
effort. lore, morc.

I'm not really surprised thot DRELLZAST AT TOWITY'S inpressed you
more then Li DOLCE VITA. Tellini's filn wes pretty sophicticcted, and wnless
- you hod reecived somc prior indoctrinction or had seen « number of Itelian
films, o great deal of the mecning would hove been lost to you., First time
I saw it, it was pood but o bit fuzzy cround the edges, but after reading
critigues in nogazines like the HUDSOY REVIEW,ESQUIEE ond F1LidS AND FILHIDNG
I went brelk ond sow it cgein fron o completely new cnglc. It mademore senee
then. Lg you sy, BREAKTFAST AT TIFLAIY'S hod some czcellent footoge. It
represented, to ne enyway, everything that is good in enericcn clnena -
feultless photography, or intelligent use of colour thot no other country
(not even .'ronce with Renoir or Chabrol) can emulcte, on overcll slickness
' thet in meny coses meons the diffcrence between crud ond o nosterpicee.

70U:DSe (Lichtmen). I like vour questions - kecp them up. ibout the lotest
‘ 1otess.(1) I'd borb the hell out of either Ancricc or Russic with cll the
atomic weopons I could loy my honds ore As T live in an bnericon-drionted
culture ond like it, I pucss lussic would hcve to go. I shudder to think
? whet sort of mess this would noke of the world, and of the psychological
aftcr—effectn on mysclf ond the Western world irn gncrcl. It just goes to
prove, I think, that there is no wey that force con cffcetively cleon up
the world.
00ps,i got it wrong - thot Tirst quection was chout ny favcutite job.
T hasten to cssure you thet I wouldn't core to tokcon ctomic bombing of
Russic og o coreer. My fovourite job, if I had ny druthers,
would be snles-men or sclegmon/proprietor of o bookshop,
preferebly smzll ond deveted neinly to better-quality stuff.
I ¥now books - thev are the strongest intercst I havece I've
worked in o fricnd's bool shép on holidcys and wcckends for
somc veors so I know I con handle the job successfully. But
for the fuct thet counter-jumping poys slave weges and Iom
erning very good meney indeed in ny present pogition I would
be sclling books now. But with fanzines ond o librory tc support,
rot to mention o prospective wifc... well, I just heve to be
sotisficd with moncy rother thonnmy own personcl cmbiticn. The
socrifices onc hos o0 mokce.... 3. 1 there is any onc thing
thot decides ny opinion of fonzines (end I con't think there
is, reolly) it would be sizc. T have ¢ grect cénirction for
conpect little fonzines like the ola INCIDE, FEYCHOTIC and
the currert STET MTASY and W PTONTIERS. Also foldcd ~
foolseop ‘zines like TIE CORGON cnd ny own cbortive BUITYIP
Le If o compoct pocket-sized 'zine hite ny noilbox, it's

|
1



clready halfwey onto my apl-time-favoutircs list, cven if (like STEFANTASY)
1t contcins nothing more than orples of type. Of coursc, it's not cntircly
correcet to soy that the sizc is parcmount, becouse compact little 'zines
nearly olweys have good professioncl-standard liyout cnd motericl and neybe
the renlisatior of this tends to influcnce my judgment. Lnywey, leyout is
the next nost importont considerction. I don't so much mean ¢igtribution of
crt end so on, but marging, parcgroph indentetion ond thet sort of thing.

? well-produced ond laid-out 'zinc - Redd Bogg's DISCORD is o primc cxonple -
is alwzys o joy to road, cven if my nome isn't mentionede..crs.l meon, cven
if the natericl isn®™ too goods I only wish I had the skill aond teoste to
produce such o becutiful megoazinc.

CUARTTRING, (¥itch) And specking of berutiful mogozincs, how about this one.
Don, your mimeogrcphy is superb ~ no other word for it.

Tour comments on modern jozz are soncthing else agoine, 4 good proportion
of then nean absolutely nothing, becouse your ottock is completely unrcosoned.
I don't deny that jazz has its foults, but clearly you heven't bothered to
think the thing out. This line, for instence..."Modern jazz is sinply o
collection of rondon noiges, born of an attenpt to crecte different ond
"ferout® sounds". The operative word in the first clouse is "randon®, o
corpletely inapplicable adjective in this casec. Modern jazz is no more "rondonm®
than the music of Bach or Brehms, es you would know had you gone to the trouble
of checking. Any rcasonobly modern book on musicology will give you an outline
of jozz conpositional elements, techniques of arrcngement ond general theory.
If you aren't prepored to go to these lengths, ponder on the foet that jazz is
alnost clways played on traditioncl instrunents like the trumpet, trombone,
saxcephone ete, 2ll of which are constructed to play only the scoles and
notes of traditional Western music. Clecrly, as long as nusic is played on
ingtruments like this, it will continue to be for from "rondem!, We'll, gloss
over your uge of the hideous expression "“for-out" - scems that the only people
who sti1l use this crusty old jazz jorgon arc those who aren't "hep" enough
to "dig" thot it went out yecrs ogo, along with roecoon coats cnd the Varsity
Drog. The renoval of thesc twe adjectives leaves us with thestatenent "Modern
joezz is simply o collection of..en iscg born of an attempt to crecote different
oo e sounds? Seems to me that is a definition of music, classiccl or jazz, which
would have pleased even Boche I suggest thot, in future, you refroin from
passing judgnent on cnything on the basis of " o few tv prograrmes". Even Perry
Meson won't go to court on evidence that weck.

Mike Hinge was never, as far cs I know, the editor of KIWIFAN, though he
did & leorge nuber of very fine ond imcginative covers for the moegazine over
& period of time. To my knowledge, KIWIFAY was always edited by Roger Horrocks.

OLLA PODRIDA. (Breen). Your method of appreciating Bach would amoumt, in

my case, to "unnaturel concertration"; I think. A lot of the attraction of

the less complex jazz evaporates as soon as you start to take the piece

apart. Quite often the internal construction is not very good, and if you're

of & perfectionist nature this would spoilthe whole tune for you. When a

record is new, I usually pley it through and listen to 1t from a technical
point of view - quality of "changes", harmony, voicing, general musicel

balance - but after that I don't bother to be very cerebral about my appreciation.
As long as I know it is reasonably well put together, I can listen to the gusic
on a completely emotional level, which is after all the best way to eppreciate
jazz. There are exceptions to this, of course. I dontt think ony Person"could
get much out of the more complex Miles Davis records ~ SKETCHES OF SPALN, for

.~
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instonce, or MILES AHEAD and the other Gil Fvons/Davis albums - wnless he was
oppreciating, at least in pert, the construction of the music. Like many
classical vorks, these crrangements have been cdesigned for cpprecistion on a
nunber of levels. But most of the time, jazz has to be absorbed direct into
the bloodstreen for recl enjoyment. ' '

BALCONY ROCK I like, also LE SCUK from thot same record. So~so on the
Mingus eand Brown, and con only tcke ROUSD MIDNIGHT if it's played in a
reasonably civilizcd monner. Monk is no doubt a creet musicien but he's just
not my meat. The Tony Scott version on THE TOUCE OF TOIMY SCOIT or Miles
Davis's on the record of the same namec arc my favourites. Specking of Brubeck
and beauty, have you hecrd AUDREY; from BRUBECK TIME? One of his best things,
I believcs

I know £11 zbout Coulson's alleged dissctisfaction with popularity, but
believing it is something else. I don't.

Paper - the sort of stock that I use for SOUFFLE - sells out here for
cbout 15/~ a ream, or $l.7B. That's Gestetncr!s wholesclc rete - if I hought
it in the shops, I'é pay over $2.00. Scems you hove it easy in America.

Yes, you're perfectly right — I mcent "life" rother then "health insurance”.
Don't lnow what I was thinking about.

OUTPOST . (Tiunter) . God, the trouble you took on that covers Hond painted ond
coloured, plus real stomps stuck on! Congrotulations - it's o real stand-out
cnd despite some competition from Don Fiteh ond Ethel Lindscy the best cover
in the mailing, in my opinion. Also excellent loyout and (glory!) justificd
morgins. Had T but world enough, ond time, I'd like to produce o 'zine os
good 2g this. $

lodern jazz is Australic has never beun terribly strong, but there cre
pockets of cetivity, o few clubs ard quite a bit of enthusicsm directed
moinly towards rccords. The style is essenticlly Vest Coast cirea 1950 -
tight voicing, rather cerebral improvisation, slick but net very colourful.
Our best group, thc Three Out Trio, brokc up cbout o yesr cgo, and the
king pin, expetriate New Zeclend pianist bike Nock, wen't to Erglond to study.
He's probably still there someplcoce. Chris Karen, the druwmner, went to
tlelbourne cnd Treddy Logan is working at the local Hilton hotel in the house
bond of semi-jozz mon Terry Wilkinson. The nost famous sustrelicn jazz group
(as opposcd to the best) wos the Lustrolion Jazz Guartet (later Quintet) which
mede a nark in Americs about cight or ninc yceors backe It wag originclly
composed of Errol Buddle (tcnor/bassoon), Jack Brokensha (vibes/drums},
Brvce Rhode (pianc) ond Jirmy Gamnon (begs) but after making o disc for
Eethlehem, they shod Gormon ond picked up Dick Heeley (clto)fflute) ond
Ed Goston (boss). Another three or four records for Bethlchemend they ceme
baclto Austrclic where oll but Bryec ond Jack scttled down. Last I heer,
Jeck wos playing with ienny Golson's club group ond Bryee nad o spot in one
of the Vest Coost smcll bandse Buddle, Honley and Gaston oll meke pgocd moncy
in tv and studio bands out here, ond play cccesional jazz dates, but .so far
there's no indication thet they'll ever form cnother all-jazz group. Ho call
for it just now, and studio money is too goode

I think you are a bit too enthusiastic about jazz vocelists. Soie are good -
Annie Ross especially, with or without Hendricks end Lambert, also Chris Connor
in her own sweet way, and of course Pillie Holliday was great.- but taere are
& nuaber of singers who still swing despite thelr relative ignorence of the
“jazz idion". Jaonie Sumers is onej probably the greatest young talent in the
pop music field today. Then of course there is Lean Horne and The Misty Miss
Christy end Peggy Lee and Eydie Corne to naiie just a few. Jazz is great, bub




has_any jazz singer ever interpreted a ballad with as much feeling and taste
as Irank Sinatra? If so, bring hinmn on -~ I'd like to lick his boots.
This ish of SOULFLE big enough for you?

SCOTTISHE. (Lindsay) Mice 'zine. With ATon (great cover) and Willis (all
three star materiel) how could you fail? My corment about femme fans being
the organising type was just on observetion - did it offend you some way?
Aren't you proud of your ability to create order ocut of chaos? If not, you
should be. Look at Bjc and the Art Show, Ella and London fandom in gneral,
you and your teum of contributors - &ll exenples of ability greater than
that”exhibited by 2 lot of men, mysclf included.

'anks for the offer, but I don't think I would really Zancy the Tey
book a great dezl. My nmein interest wag in the poei.

Did you know that = number of Thonas Mann's books are out in Penpuin pb?
Seems you could afford those well enoughe I have COUFESSIONS OF FELIX KRULL
and the three-story collection containing DEATH IN VENICE anc 1T0I'TO KRUGER,
cnd I seem to recall that there is also & Penguin of BULDENBROCKS ~lthough
my copy is a hordcover. £s you say, Monyw was a master of mood - he really
builds e tragic atmosphere in DILATH TM VENICE, Lemember the final sccnes
where the old man realises that he has turned into the sort of rougel-up
wndignified old fool thot he so despised when he Tirst came to Venice?
Chilling. For a change of pace, you should read FELIX KRULL, a seri-conic
novel very similar in sane weys to Drdser's AUE ICAN TRACEDY emcept thot the
protagonist is o success rother then o failure after his attempts to reach
the top of societys. & neat pliece of work, FELIX FRULL, showing that evil
is almost clweys triumphant, in reol life if not in fiction

SIZAR. (Burn) Amen to your rcmerks on Yernon MeCaine If onybody ever reached
the position of All-Found TFan, it was hee Tiction, articles, letters, coluins,
meiling corments, social end club activity - he wes good ot them all. His

THE PADDED CELL in Dicl Geis's PSYCHCTIC was as good as @ scrcon column can
possibly be. His letters crockled - I remember a few in A BAS that were
alnost incendiary - and, as you say, his touch with meiling coments wos
nasterful. One can't help wondcring where men like Boggs, Willis cnd Tucker
would stond now if MeCoin had lived,

THE WALL.(Lindsay) Nice cover — whot's with ATom and these hoiry navels? -
but othcr than that, no comment. :

DOLPHTH, (Busby). Your comparison of CRY and BU'YIP in the matter of reaction
just doesn't stend up. CRY sclls for subs, so naturclly o large number of
pcople on your mailing list, confident of recelving the next issue, won't
corment. Your mailing mcthods are so haphazerd that o number of recipilents,

not ablc to depend on getting a copy of the next issue even 1f they do
writc a loc, won't bother to write either. Then cgein, being on a montily
schedule, all your overseas copies orrive ofter letter deadline, so ony figures
vou got for reaction, unless you nedc some sort of corréection for mailing delay,
would be meanirgless. .

True, I don't "mow" 50% of American fans porsonally, but then 1 didn't
know Hitler eithcr; this doesn't stop nc from believirg he was pretty
wmdcsirable. Yor nbout three or four years L've beoen reading fenzines fron
hnerice and recciving letters fronm ancrican fans. I'm in two copas, both of
which have a lorge number of sncrican maaborse. I'a fairly up to date on fan

affeirs - I sub to FANAC and rced AXE complirents of one of the local fons



who sond” them up to nee I've scon the opninions of most Anericen active ifans
publis’cd agairn ond agein in noegozine letbercoluins ond as articleg, storice
and ng LI ing co-'mcnus. 50 if yom feel that o seven— word presc written by
Slelpla) woc-r vou ve 1 10ly ever heurd of before is sufficient bosis for cclling
hinz as ®asa", then I fecl ny experience quclifies ne to soy thet I dislike

50% of huex 1chn fendon, o

MMt gone peonle will g2y to get ottentionl® lear me, Hrs, P, Attention!

Jou were the only person %o even so much as Mention 1t, whiclh iz nore or les
the recction T expected. If the best nloy I could work out to oot attention
congisted of half o line in o %inv OilPi:zine, 1'd be hect ofvised to forget the
whole tiiing, I scid T disliked nany &iericcyr fors beccuzse it he onengs o be the
truth, cnd o8 I was supvosed to be introcucing nreelf to tle apr, it seeand

2 pood idec to let everibody know wiicl wey ay-osynpathics lied I8 corbody
brought the matter up, I'd hove been ¢lad to explain thet the "5061 T yer
referrin: o covered people whon you, ii you hod any honecty, would ccait

you disliked algo:~ the types who nibhle cround 4 of ges of ifendoy, publighing
not‘n_l.ng, comenting seldonl, writing 1itile or nothing s .pping the encrgy

of tue field without corntributing an rwln', derid ing s ience fiction, sluming
end piving the whole liobby an air or henliczordnes:. I would hove ¢ i¢ 509

of funcon' on v there 1s no cctivity to spe L of oubside the US rag Us, .nd
En;ligh fons, on the whole, sec: to be more consiructive cnd interested +hias
deny Shotes.cers.  If it mekes you ony lwcudier - wiich I hove no Coubt it won't - |
I should say that you were acver port oi toe 505 s IIOT &re Fou now ‘L‘O'r' RrRax
nettere I like your €7 coluin, cnd fron wiwt Bob Snith exd other funs Hove
told me you seen to be a nice person ond in genercl,c credit 1o wheteside
fondom cad the state of Weghington end o one I'a genuinely sorry we coulcu't
be friends.

12 U

48P, (Donaho) Tou apporently comiuse ny objoctions to Hod Coulsom. i fir as
I'm concernec, lLig opirionc cre ne]’{ccﬂ;, recgonsble and L crtn"'u t—*lfe excention
to the woy he expresges then. I don't like 747 very @uch hut il ie purely
o notter of togtie. 11 just imm't uv 1’1“'1 of fanzine. Jertninly I'¢ Le a fool
to cdeny thet it 1s copably and ’f"r'tmully protuced, well ecCited rd, if you
like the gort of thing Quck printe, full of interestin: reuling. liy anti. oty
towords Coulson is purely personcl - o matter of conetiving he goid to nie in

letter quife 2 yhile heck, oius some bits ord pieces 1ot 1've picked wp

fron other fzis since then about. tle soine matter. It wouldn't nzke nueh
sense if I told you ihout it., Fo doubt you would thinl: it r ther petiy and
juvenile, but then generrxlly t‘m thinge thed hurt nost are thosc 'i;" ot often
seenn leagt inportant on the surfice. Yo gum un, I dontt think it's boorish
to express opinions bluntly 11: they hepnen te he horest, Wit T do think
it is ez‘treuel;v boorigh to inegult a person out of gnite and generel vicious—
nessg. Apparently Sucl Coulson thinks thisc is nexl CulV pe?.’.’.llSS' hle.

Larry rcCoonbs letter.. ‘$ure1v the ‘ghock value" of T those words in
LADY L TTENLET'S LOVER / el icient justiiicuiion i’or thelr cpnewrince.

Lawrence cortinunlly strecssed tlic recessit; o. ¢ reclistic attitule to zex,

and it wes his view thet t.n_s could onl¥ coie w"xen the Lwien roce had ‘ﬂc_lequ.;te

means ol co;mlun-ic-a-.ting on the pubject, His esazys; bring this point un tine ond

tine ogaine Py usging «ll tle Tour--letter words _‘le couj._LTG. mus’cex_* in '_JJ.,._’)_. c, 1141 B

we.e 'tx'ylm to Lull through his views on the subject. -i¢ fuilec, of course, 'L.noug,;.;_.
) le 1iesses OL Welly no - =

with a little .ore care he might have rucceeded in hig ol
uge thirking about it VoW, L BSUDDOSE.

L DAY [
LSP is'nice but VIFTR ig nicer. Dut whrctever happened to LLBa¥iUr? The
'zine, T mecn, not the cote




W. (Metcalf) What is your definition of an Edgar Wallace "fan"? Do you mean
a real keen addicl, rather as some people are devoted to Tolkien, or just a
keen reader? I probably qualify for the latter, although I donft really go
for a great deal of Wallace's writing. The thrillers arc ok, and slso his
Sgnders, Hamilton and Bones stories — I think I'm complete in both categories,
moinly im the old Hodder and Stoughton hardback editions - But some of those
racing yorns and meny of the straight detective yarns...ecceh. Do you know if
there is any published Bibliogrephy of Wallace? I'd like to check if my files
are complete, especially in the Sanders series, but the Sydney Public Library
doesn't seem to have anything specifically devoted to Wallace's books.

Tuck doesn't list any edition of SHAMBLEAU apnd others aside from the
original Gnome hardcover, but of course that proves nothing. I was rather
surprised to see these stories come out from Consul last year. They were so
obscurc thet it must hove token a keen fantasy fon to even discover that they
exlsteds. What next? Quinn's Jules de Grandin storieg?{é some of them anywey's
es I recall, therc are sbeut 98 yarns in the series ¢+ Once they startt on
WEIRD TALES, there'll be no stopping them. Incidentally, I was given to
understend thatt Leo Margulies bought the complete reprint rights to WEIRD
TALES, If this is so, how come other pb houses are reissuing so nuch of the
old metierial? Conklin uses it by the ton, and then therc are these Consul
things — Wandrei's THE WEB OF FASTER ISLAND, some Lovecraft ete. If anybody
knows, it's you, Norm. Can assist?

MORPH. (Roles) It always surprises me that Girodies should hove Been imterested
in LOLITA,. Going by the few Olympia Press books that I've seem, his material
scems to be far more frankly erotic than Nabokov's piece. Are ony of the
Olympia Press books @mported openly into England now, after the LADY C trial?

VAGARY, (Graoy). Where do you get the time to produce fanzimes this big for
an apa? Quite an achievement.

On modern jazz, the criticism thot I applied to Don Fitch's comment goes
just as well for yours, Operative words this time, however, are "discordant"

(or at least "discords™)and "cacophony". As o matter of fact, classical music

is fur more discordent than any jazz - listen to Stravinsky's RITE OF SPRING,
SONG OF THE NIGHTINGALE or something similar for an example. s for cacopholiye..
well, it depends on what you find cacaphonic (22?). The most strident and
wnpleasant sound I know ig poor pit=band musical comredy music. The massed bands
of the Scottish ironworks are celestial choirs by comparison. Yet gome people
dote o THE MUSIC MAN, MY FAIR LADY ét al. Chocun a s something or other.

The witcheraft articles were egpecially interesting and well-written, I
think, considering the contentious neture of thesubjecte It isn't often that
one can read an objective article on the occult. Fither the writer is all for
or o1l agin it. I hope you like gy witcheraft article in this SOUFFLE, It's
been on the shelf for about six months, ever since lack of interest torpedoed
a projected witcheraft fanzine thet a couple of us were plenming, but your
articles inspired me to publish it. Coven, anybody?

Jazz fans don't so much mind ycu disliking jazz, bul we cerbaimly object
to you criticising it without adequate evidence to back up your criticimmg.
We bridle at your comments rather as you bridle when somebody starts tplkimg
about sf as "that Buck Rogers stuff"®,

OFF-TRAILS, (Burm-official). The only postmailing I didn't get this time was
Harness's COMPADRE. Things are locking upe.

I'm very glad you like the SOUFFLE imprint, Bruce. I always go to a lot of
trouble to get the imprint just right, so it makes me very happy to see your
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approving corrients. On thing, though - what exactly ig an imprint? ¥ou mean
the editorinl details? What they call o colophon in sone places? Thanks
anywaye

Ye ivied egoboo poll. I hesitatie to criticise (pause for laughter) but
scens to ne thot the poll layout could stond some revision. The idea of an
egoboo poll is, of course. excellent, but some of these cateogires...for
instance, you hove no legs than six awards for writing, cside frcm meiling
cormentse In addition to "best writer", there is bBest"humourist", "poet",
"fiction" and "article" writer,mot to mention best "editorial/natterings"
writer. Why the duplication? Surely itwould be more reasonable to give an
award for best writer and leave it at that. A4 number of these titles would
be meaningless cnyway, because nany of them are uncontested. Best poet, for
instances The only poetry I've seen in OMPA hes been ¢ few verses Yy yourself,
Bruce., Fiction - I can' reccll any of that at all. 4rticles are rare, and
those thot do appear are generally written by non-nembers.

There is duplication tioo in "Best editor","Best zine" , "best layouty make-
up" and "best editoriel writer" toce Surely the Best editor autonatically
eCits the best 'zine, and because that 'zine ie the best, 1t has the best
layout, moke-up ete, and the best editorials. I'11 admit there is a case for
segregating "best editor" and"best editorials", but the division between the
others is hard to justify.

My objection isn't so much that there are too many categories, but that
meny of them are wrong categories. Cerbainly any member is entitled to
recognition if he has done a gocd job during the year, but on the other hand,
it isn't fair that hard-working people whc have contributed something should
be neglected. Take Bob Lichtman, for example. Isn't he entitled to something
for the work he put intp SOME OF THE BEST FROM QUANDRY? Surely Lynn Hicknan
deserves a pat on the back for Cistributing WHY IS 4 FAN? through OMPL also.
But what nethod do we have of officially recognising their work? "Best editor”

is obviously unsatisfactory — neither of their efforts is a triwmph of
editing, excctly. Most enthusiastic upan™ is just as inopplicable. Many cther
members show more enthusicsn than Bob and Lynn, but less real interest. "Misc-
ellaneous Egoboo" seems sort of perfunctory, hardly an awerd ot all. #énother
case of unsumg quality is Alve Rogers: LSTOUNDING review in VIPER. Ldmittedly
4Llva isn't a member, but he obvicusly contributed quite a bit to our enjoyment
of the "6l mailings, yet we cen't consretulete him officially for this.

Why not intorduce en oward for "Best item by = nor-nenber®, combine "Best
sine", "best editor",&"best leyout/makeup", combinme "Best writer) fﬁesﬁ fiction
writer", "best article writer" and "best poet™", leave "best artiedly cartoonist"
and delete "Miscellancous egoboo"? It would meke for a more logieal ballot
and, I think, & truer reflection of the organizstion's viewse Or don't youw
people think so?

THE BONES OF DEALTH. (Continued) from page 5.
—fore inconclusive, but other aspects of the bene=pointing ritual indicate 2

definite possibility that its power is based on rudimentary telepathy and auto-

suegestion rather than the supernctural. There seens to be a strong connection

between poltergeist phenomena and psychoknietics, so other formg of sorcery may

well be sinilar foms of geni-controlled psi activity. . .
The evidence in support of magie is poor, but that for the "wild tolents

is olso wenk and often conflicting. & lerge body of cpinion claims that bct@

are equally consistent with ¥mown facts., But a bone is pointed, and a man dies.

We can only wonder whye




